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What is InitiaLit–Foundation?

InitiaLit–Foundation (InitiaLit–F) is a comprehensive whole-class literacy program for all children 
in the first year of schooling. It includes a systematic synthetic phonic component as well as a rich 
literature component. The phonic component will teach children the alphabetic code for reading and 
spelling. The literature component will develop children’s vocabulary, listening comprehension and oral 
language skills.

InitiaLit–F addresses the five key components necessary for effective instruction in reading: phonemic 
awarenesss, phonics, fluency, vocabulary and comprehension.

In this sample you will find snapshots and a brief explanation of the resources that can be found in 
InitiaLit–F.
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Activity 4: Spelling in sound boxes

Note 1: From this lesson, oral segmenting (Steps 2-3) is incorporated into the spelling 
activity and is no longer an activity on its own.
Note 2: It is recommended that children sit at their desks for this activity so that more 
attention can be paid to posture and handwriting.

Materials required:  Sound Boxes or whiteboards and marker (one per child); whiteboard 
and marker

Teacher Students

1 Hand out Sound Boxes and marker to each child or children 
draw three Sound Boxes on their whiteboards.
Draw three Sound Boxes on the whiteboard for 
demonstration.

2 Oral segmenting
Let’s break some words into sounds.
The word is ‘men’. What word? Signal.
Say the sounds in ‘men’. Point to a box for each sound you 
say. Ready. Signal.

men

children point to 
each box as they 
say /m/ /e/ /n/

3 Repeat Step 2 with the following words.

not, pen, nod, pin, net, hen

4 Spelling
Now we are going to write some words in our Sound Boxes.

5 The word is ‘men’. What word? Signal.
Say the sounds in ‘men’. Signal.

men
/m/ /e/ /n/

6 Watch me write the word ‘men’ in my Sound Boxes. Each 
box is a sound.
Write ‘m’ as you say: The first sound is /m/.
Write ‘e’ as you say: The next sound is /e/.
Write ‘n’ as you say: The last sound is /n/.
Point to each letter as you say: /m/ /e/ /n/ – men.

7 Now you write the word ‘men’ in your Sound Boxes. Say 
the sounds as you write.

Note: Monitor children carefully to ensure they are writing the 
correct letter for each sound, saying the sound as they write.

children write 
‘m’ ‘e’ ‘n’ in the 
Sound Boxes and 
say /m/ /e/ /n/

Lesson 56
Getting ready for reading and spelling – ‘n’
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Activity 3: Reading words
Materials required:  Whiteboard and marker

Teacher Students

1 When we read, we put our sounds together to say words.

2 Demonstration
Write ‘ran’ on the whiteboard.
Watch as I put all the sounds together to read this word.
Point to each letter while saying the sound, then slide finger 
along the word as you say the whole word: /r/ /a/ /n/ – ran.

3 Guided practice
Do it with me.
Point to the first letter. Look at the first letter. Ready.
Point to each letter while saying the sound, then slide finger 
along the word as you say the whole word: /r/ /a/ /n/ – ran. /r/ /a/ /n/ – ran

4 Independent practice
Now do it on your own.
Point to the first letter. Ready.
Point to each letter while children say the sound, then slide 
finger along the word as they say the whole word. /r/ /a/ /n/ – ran

5 Further practice
Ask individual children to sound out the word as you point 
to each letter and then say the whole word.

6 Children read a selection of the following words. Write 
one word at a time on the board in a list and then follow 
Steps 3-5, reducing teacher modelling when appropriate. 
Alternate between group and individual responses.

men nip
can pen
fan den
not nod

Note: Where necessary, define the word for the children 
and ask them to use it in a sentence to demonstrate 
understanding.

Correction procedure
Use Model, Lead, Test to correct any errors.

Lesson 56
Getting ready for reading and spelling – ‘n’

What does the InitiaLit–F lesson look like?

1. Explicit whole-class phonics lesson: 20-25 minutes
InitiaLit–F starts with a whole-class lesson to explicitly teach children the relationship between sounds 
and letters. Skills are taught in a set sequence. Children learn letters and sounds in isolation and then 
they are taught how to blend the sounds together for reading and segment words into component 
sounds for spelling. Children will work at a sound, word and text level.

There are 126 detailed and scripted lessons provided in nine Handbooks. A set of PowerPoint slides 
accompany each lesson. The lessons follow a similar format each time, providing children with regular 
revision and practice in core skills.

Below is a small selection of the types of activities used in InitiaLit–F.
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Lesson 56: Getting ready for reading 
and spelling

Materials
 • Sound Prompt Cards: Set 1-3 and ‘e’, ‘n’ from Set 4
 • Tricky Word Cards: Set 1-2
 • Sound Boxes: 2/3 boxes or whiteboards and markers (one per child)
 • Whiteboard and marker
 • Letter Tiles for group work
 • Sounds and Words Books for group work
 •  Worksheets (download from MultiLit website)
 • Handwriting 14b – ‘n’ (download from MultiLit website)

Activity 1: Review
Materials required:  Sound Prompt Cards Set 1-3 and ‘e’, ‘n’ from Set 4; Tricky Word 

Cards Set 1-2

Teacher Students

1 Letter-sound correspondence
Hold up Sound Prompt Card ‘n’ (Side 2) and point to letter.
What sound? Signal.

Repeat with remaining Sound Prompt Cards. If an error is 
made, use the character prompt to remind children of the 
sound.

/n/

2 Turn Sound Prompt Cards to Side 1 (letter only).
Shuffle cards and present again, alternating between group 
and individual responses until firm.

children say 
sound

3 Oral blending
I’m going to say some words slowly and I want you to put 
the sounds back together quickly.

4 Listen: /k/ /a/ /m/ /p/. What word? Signal. camp

5 Repeat Step 4 with a selection of the following words. You 
do not need to do them all.

 • dust
 • pest
 • step
 • flag
 • list

 • sand
 • clap
 • went
 • belt
 • snap

Lesson 56
Getting ready for reading and spelling – ‘n’
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6 Tricky Words
Let’s practise our tricky words.
Hold up Tricky Word Card, e.g., ‘they’. What word? Signal.
Who can use the word ‘they’ in a sentence?
Call on individual children to respond.

they

7 Repeat Step 6 with remaining Tricky Word Cards. Select 
only problematic words to use in an oral sentence.

8 Shuffle Tricky Word Cards and present again, alternating 
between group and individual responses.

Correction procedure
Use Model, Lead, Test to correct any errors.

Activity 2: Capital letters – C, S, P, M, O, I

Note: The capital letters C, S, P, M, O, I look the same or very similar to the lower 
case. The idea of relative size is important.

Materials required: Whiteboard and marker

Teacher Students

1 Who can remember what we call big letters of the 
alphabet? capital letters

2 We use capital letters in our reading and writing.
Write some names of children on the whiteboard and 
underline the capital letter in each name.
Point to each capital letter. We use capital letters at the start 
of our names.

3 Write the following sentence on the whiteboard and 
underline the capital ‘S’.

Sit on the mat.

4 Point to the capital letter. We also use a capital letter at the 
beginning of a sentence.

C M
S

Lesson 56
Getting ready for reading and spelling – ‘n’

Lesson 56 – /g/

Samples
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Set 3 | Side 1
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Sound Prompt Cards

Set 3 | Side 2
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h
Hannah Hippo
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Lesson 104: New sound introduction
/oo/ as in ‘moon’; linking to letters ‘oo’

Materials
• Sound Prompt Cards: Set 6-8, ‘oo’, ‘th’, ‘wh’ from Set 9 and any Sound Prompt

Cards that need revising
• Tricky Word Cards: ‘where’, ‘what’ from Set 10 only
• Vowel Chart
• Whiteboard and marker
• Handwriting 34a – ‘oo’ (download from MultiLit website)
• Worksheets (download from MultiLit website)

Note 1: Children should sit in the appropriate group on the mat to ensure that
sufficient support can be given during the lesson.
Note 2: The letters ‘oo’ can be pronounced in two ways: /oo/ as in ‘moon’ and /ʊ/ as
in ‘book’. In this lesson we are focusing mainly on /oo/ as in ‘moon’, but we will refer
to the alternate pronunciation in the next lesson as there are some useful words with
this sound that are worth teaching at this stage, e.g., ‘look’, ‘book’, ‘good’.

Activity 1: Review
Materials required:  Sound Prompt Cards Set 6-8 and ‘th’, ‘wh’ from Set 9; Tricky Word 

Cards ‘where’, ‘what’ from Set 10

Teacher Students

1 Letter-sound correspondence
Hold up Sound Prompt Card ‘th’ (Side 2) and point to 
letters.
What sound? Signal.

Repeat with remaining Sound Prompt Cards. If an error is 
made, use the picture/character prompt to remind children 
of the sound.

/th/

2 Turn Sound Prompt Cards to Side 1 (letter/s only).
Shuffle cards and present again, alternating between group 
and individual responses.

children say 
sounds

3 Action time
Write ‘th’, ‘wh’, ‘ch’, ‘sh’, ‘ee’, ‘ck’ on whiteboard.
Let’s do some actions.
Point to ‘th’.
Hold up thumb as you say: Ready. Thumbs up – /th/.
Remember, this is our cheeky sound. We stick out our 
tongues when we say it.

children hold up 
thumb and say 
thumbs up – /th/

Lesson 104
New sound introduction /oo/ as in ‘moon’; linking to letters ‘oo’
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4 Repeat Step 3 with the following actions.
Action for /w/ – ‘wh’ (pretend to whistle /w/, /w/, /w/)
Action for /ch/ (chug like a train /ch/, /ch/, /ch/)
Action for /sh/ (finger on lips /sh/)
Action for /ee/ (pretend to go down slide /eee/)
Action for /k/ – ‘ck’ (punch the air – “/k/, /k/, /k/ all the way”)

5 What is a digraph? Signal. Two letters (hold up two fingers)
saying one sound (hold up one finger).

Repeat until all children are joining in.

two letters (hold
up two fingers)
saying one sound
(hold up one
finger)

6 Tricky words
Let’s practise our new tricky words. These are our
question words.
Hold up tricky word card ‘what’. What word? Signal.
Hold up tricky word card ‘where’. What word? Signal.
Put each word in a sentence.

what
where

Correction procedure
Use Model, Lead, Test to correct any errors.

Activity 2: Vowel discrimination – /a/, /e/, /i/, /o/, /u/ 
Materials required:  Vowel Chart

Teacher Students

1 Hold up Vowel Chart and point to letters. These letters are 
our special letters, called vowels. Remember, all the words 
we read and write have a vowel sound.

2 Let’s sing the vowel song together. Sing to the tune of ‘If 
you’re happy and you know it, clap your hands’.

Every word that we read has a vowel.
Every word that we write has a vowel.
*‘a’, ‘e’, ‘i’, ‘o’, ‘u’ are the vowels that we use
Every word, every word has a vowel.

*Say letter names.

children sing 
song

3 Letters have a name and a sound. Point to each vowel letter 
on the chart as you say: ‘a’, ‘e’, ‘i’, ‘o’, ‘u’ are the vowel letter 
names.
Point to each letter as you say: What name? Signal. ‘a’, ‘e’, ‘i’, ‘o’, ‘u’

a|e|i|o|u 

Lesson 104
New sound introduction /oo/ as in ‘moon’; linking to letters ‘oo’
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4 Point to each vowel letter on the chart as you say: /a/, /e/, /i/,
/o/, /u/ are the vowel sounds.
Point to each letter as you say: What vowel sound? Signal. /a/, /e/, /i/, /o/, /u/

5 Middle sound discrimination
We are going to play What’s My Vowel Sound? The vowel
sound will be in the middle of my words.
Everybody, say the sounds in ‘sick’ with me. Ready. Signal.
/s/, /i/ (point to ‘i’ on Vowel Chart), /k/. Emphasise the
middle sound and point to ‘i’ on the Vowel Chart.
Point to ‘i’ on the Vowel Chart and say: What vowel sound in
the middle …? Signal.

/s/ /i/ /k/

/i/

6 Repeat Step 5 with the following words, reducing support
as children show understanding of the task.

whip thin ship
thud hut chop
bat red Jack

7 Write the word ‘vowel’ on the board.
Point to the word. This word says ‘vowel’. Vowels are our
special letters: ‘a’, ‘e’, ‘i’, ‘o’, ‘u’. Every word has a vowel
sound, spelled with a vowel letter.

Correction procedure
Use Model, Lead, Test to correct any errors.

Activity 3: Introducing ‘oo’ saying /oo/ as in ‘moon’
Materials required: Sound Prompt Card ‘oo’; whiteboard and marker

Teacher Students

1 Write the letters ‘o’ and ‘o’ as separate letters on the 
whiteboard.
Point to ‘o’. What sound does this letter say on its 
own? Signal.
Point to ‘o’. What sound does this letter say on its 
own? Signal.

/o/

/o/

2 Write the letters ‘o’ and ‘o’ together on the whiteboard (oo).
When these two letters go together, they say a new sound.
New sound, new sound, what can it be?
New sound, new sound, listen to me.

oo

Lesson 104
New sound introduction /oo/ as in ‘moon’; linking to letters ‘oo’
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12 Skywriting
Hold up your writing hand. Write the letters ‘o’ and ‘o’ in the
air. Say as you write: an ‘o’ and ‘o’ together say /oo/.

Children write the letters ‘oo’ in the air several times, saying
the prompt as they write.

children write the
letters ‘o’ ‘o’ as
they say an ‘o’
and ‘o’ together
say /oo/

Correction procedure
Use Model, Lead, Test to correct any errors.

Okay, everyone, time to move.
Everyone get up and start to groove.

Shake your tail feather just like the birds.
Let’s get ready to sound out words!

Activity 4: Reading words
Materials required:  Whiteboard and marker

Teacher Students

1 When we read, we put our sounds together to say words.

2 Demonstration
Write ‘food’ on the board and underline ‘oo’.
These two letters together say /oo/. What sound? Signal.
Watch as I put all the sounds together to read this word.
Point to letter/s while saying each sound, then slide finger 
along the word as you say the whole word: /f/ /oo/ /d/ 
– food.

/oo/

3 Guided practice
Do it with me.
Point to letter/s while saying each sound, then slide finger 
along the word as you say the whole word: /f/ /oo/ /d/ – food. /f/ /oo/ /d/ – food

4 Independent practice
Now do it on your own.
Point to the first letter. Ready.
Point to letter/s while children say each sound, then slide 
finger along the word as children say the whole word.

/f/ /oo/ /d/ – food

Lesson 104
New sound introduction /oo/ as in ‘moon’; linking to letters ‘oo’
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11 Some of these words have four sounds. We need to
read each of the sounds in the words and then say the
whole word.
Let’s read some more words (select appropriate
group/individual).

12 Demonstration
Point to letter/s while saying each sound, then slide finger
along the word as you say the whole word:
Listen: /s/ /p/ /oo/ /n/ – spoon.

13 Do it with me.
Point to each letter while saying the sound, then slide finger
along the word as you say the whole word:
/s/ /p/ /oo/ /n/ – spoon. /s/ /p/ /oo/ /n/ –

spoon

14 Independent practice
On your own.
Point to letter/s while children say each sound, then slide
finger along the word as they say the whole word.

15 Repeat Steps 12-14 with remaining words on the board.
Reduce teacher modelling as children show understanding
of the task.

Correction procedure
Use Model, Lead, Test to correct any errors.

Activity 5: Final review for ‘oo’
Materials required: Sound Prompt Card ‘oo’

Teacher Students

1 Hold up Sound Prompt Card ‘oo’ (Side 2) and ask the 
following questions.

2 When you see the letters ‘o’ and ‘o’ together, what sound 
do you say? Signal. /oo/

3 Pinch nose as you say: /oo/.
Everybody, do the action. children pinch 

nose and say /oo/ 

4 Write the letters ‘o’ and ‘o’ in the air and say: an ‘o’ and ‘o’ 
together say /oo/.

children write 
letters in air and 
say an ‘o’ and ‘o’ 
together say /oo/

Lesson 104
New sound introduction /oo/ as in ‘moon’; linking to letters ‘oo’

Lesson 104 – /oo/

Caterpillar Template

Sound Prompt 
Cards

Below and overleaf is a snapshot of some of the resources used during the whole-class lesson.
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Caterpillar Template
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     Our Sounds and LettersaA
  Andy Ant

bB
Bessie Bilby

cC
Cody Camel

dD
Danny DingoeE

Eric Elephant
fF

Fifi Flamingo
gG

Gary Gecko
hH

Hannah Hippoi I
Iggy Insect

j J
Jan Jellyfish

kK
   Kelly Kitten

lL
Lou Lou LadybugmM

Maggie Mouse
nN

Nigel Numbat
oO

 Ollie Otter
pP

Poppy Princessqu Qu
Quiet Queen

rR
Rosie Rabbit

sS
Sammy Seal

tT
Tommy TigeruU

Umbrella Up
vV

Vera Vulture
wW

Wally Worm
xX

Flexible MaxyY
Yawning Yak

zZ
Zippy Zebra

1
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Sound Prompt Cards

Set 3 | Side 2
InitiaLit–F

h
Hannah Hippo

Alphabet Picture Cards Flashcards

Sounds and Letters Poster 1

Letter Tiles

Alphabet Picture Cards

r

InitiaLit–F

rocket

m
Letter Tiles 

InitiaLit–F

m

Set 1

slip
InitiaLit–F

Flashcards

Set 11

slip

InitiaLit–F
Teacher Sound Boxes: 3 grid

© 2017 MultiLit Pty Ltd

Sound Boxes

Samples
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Name:

Lesson 77 – Handwriting 22a
Digraph ‘ck’

ck
duck

© 2017 MultiLit Pty Ltd
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Let’s practise!

ck ck ck ck
ck ck ck ck

ck ck ck ck

ck

© 2017 MultiLit Pty Ltd

InitiaLit–F

Name:

Lesson 119 – Worksheet b

CCVC words and sentencesWrite a sentence with this word.  Read your sentence to a friend.

stop
Write a sentence with this word.  Read your sentence to a friend.

frog
Write a sentence with this word.  Read your sentence to a friend.

swim
Write a sentence with this word.  Read your sentence to a friend.

drum
Write a sentence with this word.  Read your sentence to a friend.

twin
Write a sentence with this word.  Read your sentence to a friend.

truck

2. Consolidation and small-group work: 30-45 minutes
Independent and teacher-led small-group activities follow the lesson on the mat. These activities will 
consolidate the skills taught in the lesson and provide further practice. Worksheets, games and a set 
of suggested activities have been provided for this part of the lesson.

Below is a snapshot of the worksheets, games and other activities that will be used for further practice 
and consolidation. All supporting resources are included to download from the Members’ Area of the 
MultiLit website.

InitiaLit–F

Name:

© 2017 MultiLit Pty Ltd

z

Draw

z

Lesson 89 – Worksheet a

Beginning sound work /z/

© 2017 MultiLit Pty Ltd

Name:

InitiaLit–F

leg • •
lip • •
lid • •

Lesson 62 – Worksheet bBeginning sound /l/

lid leglip

Worksheets

Blast Off Bingo

Handwriting Worksheets

Name:

© 2017 MultiLit Pty Ltd

Lesson 35 — Handwriting 7a

Letter ‘f’

f

InitiaLit–F

Fifi Flamingo

Let’s practise!

l O l O l O l

f f f f f

f  f  f  f  f

© 2017 MultiLit Pty Ltd
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Set
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Blast Off Bingo

Tricky Words – Set 6

have

of here

  with    said 

    her  are

   there   them

Board A

Samples
What does the InitiaLit–F lesson look like?
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Hollow Letters

Throughout the day…

InitiaLit–F

InitiaLit–F

Hollow Letters

Hollow Letters

© 2017 MultiLit Pty Ltd
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ay aySet 9 – ay

Set 9 – ay

Bingo Bus

InitiaLit−F

© 2017 MultiLit Pty Ltd

Bingo Bus

Set 4 - Sounds

e, n, g, l

Set

4

Sounds
Board

A

l m n

e g o

n f g
InitiaLit–F

InitiaLit–F

Hollow Letters

Hollow Letters

© 2017 MultiLit Pty Ltd
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h h
Set 3 – h

Set 3 – h
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Lesson 46
New sound introduction /d/; linking the sound /d/ to the letter ‘d’

Throughout the day…
Choose a couple of activities from the list below to provide extra practice during the 

day. Vary the activities to maximise engagement. •  Play the Segmenting Speed Game. Children sit in a circle. Provide a word and 

then children break the word into phonemes as they go around the circle, one 

phoneme at a time.
 •  Ask children to line up according to the beginning sound of their name. Do not 

restrict yourself to the sounds they have been taught. Children should be able 

to generalise.
 •  Provide further handwriting practice for the letter ‘d’ and then make a poster 

with pictures starting with /d/. •  Create alliterative phrases starting with ‘d’ with the help of the children, e.g., 
Dinosaur Dan dives, Dangerous Debbie digs, Delicious donuts.

 •  Refer to the Character Posters to remind children of the sounds and letters they 

are learning. Remind children about their new friend, Danny Dingo who dances.
 •  Play Bingo, using the bingo boards for appropriate set (download from MultiLit 

website).
 •  Play Pairs, using the cards for appropriate set (download from MultiLit website).
 •  Practise tricky words by reading words the Very Useful Words Tree.

Match to Sample

© 2017 MultiLit Pty Ltd
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Set 2

Match to Sample Words
Tricky Words

Set 2

was you
to they

that toyou thatthey was

© 2017 MultiLit Pty Ltd
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Match to Sample

Tricky Words

Set 2

you

that

you
that

they
to

was

to
they

was

Set 2
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Sounds and Words

Set 9: Lessons 100-114

Initia
Lit–F

ay

way
ray

hay
say

day

bay
may

pay
lay

fay
ay – sounds and words24

Sounds and Words

Set 6: Lessons 76-81

InitiaLit–F

1 . I can 
win.

2. He has a w
ig.

3. The rug is
 wet.

4. It is fu
n to win.

5. The wig is wet.

Tricky Words

He he has the is to
w – sentences

11

S
ou

nd
s 

an
d 

W
or

ds

S
et

 3
: L

es
so

ns
 4

0-
51

o,
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, d
, h

 –
 s

ou
nd

s 
an

d 
w

or
ds

In
it

ia
L

it
–F

o
c

d
h

d

cod
ha

d
ho

t
Sid

hip

po
d

cop
da

m
ma

d
fid

Children will have an opportunity to practise their reading skills with support during the small-group 
sessions led by the teacher. Use of the InitiaLit decodable readers and the Sounds and Words Books 
form an integral part of this session.

26

Sounds and Words
Set 6: Lessons 76-81

InitiaLit–F

1 . I can win if I run.
2. They look a bit wet.

3. Look at the web.
4. The wet dog is sad.

5. There is a web in the den.

Tricky Words

they look a is there

w – sentences

Sounds and Words Book

InitiaLit–F Teacher Sound Boxes: 3 grid

© 2017 MultiLit Pty Ltd

h i p

Word building

Samples
What does the InitiaLit–F lesson look like?
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Fish Snack 9.3b

InitiaLit Readers

InitiaLit Readers
9.3bFish Snack

Lex has a huge fish, but 

it is too big to carry. Lex 

will need some help to get 

this fish back home.

These Readers were 

developed to support the 

InitiaLit literacy program.

Le
ve

l

1 
m s t a p i f r

2 
o c d h3 

e n g l4 
k u b j5 

w ck ll ff ss
6 

sh qu ee z/zz
7 

ch v x y8 
wh th oo ng ay

9 
CVCC CCVC9.1a 

Swim in the Flags (Shared)

9.1b 
The Black Shells

9.2a 
The Croc

9.2b 
The Lost Pup

9.3a 
Mick and Dan

9.3b 
Fish Snack

9.4a 
Floss and the Band

9.4b 
The Band Plays

multili

t.co

m
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Colorcraft Ltd, Hong Kong.

MultiLit is a research initiative 

of Macquarie University.
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ay

way
ray

hay
say

day

bay
may

pay
lay

fay
ay – sounds and words

8

He can fit in a pot.

Ned can dig a pit.

Ned Internals New.indd   8

1/07/2016   3:32 pm

9

Ned can sip, and he can nip.
Ned Internals New.indd   9

1/07/2016   3:32 pm

InitiaLit decodable Readers

Home Reading Diary
Lex sets o

ff to fish
 for the d

ay.

As the sun,
 sets he h

ooks a big
 fish.

4

Fish Snacks internals.indd   4

1/07/2016   1:55 pm

“This fish

is too big,
” 

puffs Lex
. 

“I cannot
  

pick it up
.” 5

Fish Snacks internals.indd   5

1/07/2016   1:55 pm
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My Home Reading Diary

Term 3

This diary belongs to:
Class:

Samples
What does the InitiaLit–F lesson look like?
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lessons

teacher

InitiaLit
Foundation 
whole-class initial instruction in literacy

3. Shared Storybook Reading: 15-20 minutes
Lessons to accompany 25 storybook titles are provided. The four sessions per book will focus on 
listening comprehension, oral language and vocabulary instruction. The format used will provide 
teachers with an excellent model on how to develop vocabulary knowledge. During the final session of 
each book, children will be encouraged to explore issues ‘beyond the book’.
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Session 1: Read the story

Before the story
Introduce the book by discussing:

Concepts about print
For example: book cover, title and author, ‘blurb’ on the back cover. 

Link to prior knowledge
Do you like going to the beach? What kinds of things do you like doing at the beach? What can you 
do there at different times of the day?

Prediction
Let’s look at the front and back cover and title again to help us guess or predict what might happen 
in this story. Where does the story take place? What sorts of things are people doing at this beach? 
What do you think the story is about?

During the story
Read the story. As you read, pause to provide the following definitions: 

 • Glee (p1). Very happy, full of joy.

 • Plunging (p3). Falling down or diving down quickly.

 •  Dazzled (p15). You can be dazzled by something if it shines so brightly that you can’t see.

Confirm or deny any predictions made by the children and encourage them to focus on the sounds, 
rhyme or alliterative features of the story.

After the story
Support the children in summarising the story. Ask them about:

The beginning 
We learn about all the things the children do at their magic beach and what they imagine as they do 
them. First we see the children doing daytime activities such as swimming and building castles.

The middle
We see the children doing afternoon activities such as walking, boating and fishing.

The end
We see the children doing night-time activities such as sitting by a campfire and then going to bed.

Ask the children whether they liked or did not like the story and why.

Magic Beach
Author: Alison Lester 

1: Read the story
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Session 2: Talk about the story

Before the story

Story recap
Ask children to recall the title, characters and summarise the story.

During the story
Re-read the story, pausing to ask a selection of the following questions.

Page Literal Inferential / Evaluative Definitional

1-2 Ask children to point to surfers, 
children splashing in the sea.

Why do you think the children 
are laughing with glee?

Briefly revise the 
meaning of ‘glee’.

3-4 Do you think these waves 
look like horses? How are 
they moving?

Briefly revise the 
meaning of ‘plunging’.

7-8 Remember the children 
imagine some of the things 
in the book. Are there really a 
king and queen and dragon at 
the beach?

9-10 What do they see in the rock pools?

13-14 When do the children go walking? What 
things have they found?

15-16 What’s in the treasure chest? Why are the children dazzled 
by the treasure? Do you 
think there’s really a treasure 
chest on the beach or are the 
children pretending? Why?

Briefly revise the 
meaning of ‘dazzled’.

23-24 Is there really a shark on the 
end of the line?

25-26 What are they doing by the fire? 
(toasting marshmallows, sleeping 
etc) What could you use to toast a 
marshmallow?

How does this picture make 
you feel? Why?

2: Talk about the story
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Remember the word Say the word Use the word Act the word

Glee (p1) 

Glee means feeling really happy 
and joyful. If you feel full of glee, 
you might laugh and jump up and 
down.

What do you feel if you are really 
happy and full of joy? You have a 
feeling of …

The word is 
‘glee’. 
Is it ‘flee’? 
No, it’s …

Is it ‘glow’? 
No, it’s …

Is it ‘glee’? 
That’s right, the 
word is …

Let’s pretend it is your birthday. 
You get out of bed and see a pile 
of presents on your bed. What 
do you feel? Why might presents 
make you feel full of glee?

Now let’s pretend your mum or 
dad has asked you to pick up all 
your toys from the floor at the end 
of the day. Do you have a feeling 
of glee?

Now let’s pretend you’ve cracked 
open a piñata and the lollies 
tumble out everywhere. How do 
you show your glee?

Show me how 
you would look if 
you were feeling 
full of glee as 
lollies fall out of 
the piñata. 

Plunging (p3)

If you are plunging, you are 
falling down quickly or diving 
down.  
Demonstrate with hand.

Remember how in the book the 
waves were like horses plunging 
on their way to the shore. What 
were they doing? They were …

The word is 
‘plunging’. 
Is it ‘blunging’? 
No, it’s …

Is it ‘plunging’? 
That’s right, the 
word is …

Is it ‘planging’? 
No, it’s …

Close your eyes. If this is 
something plunging down, put 
your thumbs up. If this wouldn’t 
go plunging down, put your 
thumbs down.

 • A diver into a pool

 •  A feather floating down to the
ground

 •  A heavy water bottle that gets
knocked off a shelf 

Show me how 
you would go 
plunging into a 
pool.

Session 3: Word work

3: Word work

152

InitiaLit–F Storybook Lessons
Storybook 16: Magic Beach 
Session

Session 4: Beyond the book

Word revision
Revise the three vocabulary words from the last session (glee, plunging, dazzled). 
Ask the children what these words mean. Help children to put these words in a sentence.

Select any other relevant words from the Word Wall and revise them in the context of the current story, 
e.g., What might the smugglers be muttering (from Superworm)? Why would they mutter?

Making connections
Re-read the story, if you wish. Then discuss imagination and imaginary play. Use the questions 
below as a guide to link text to text (e.g., The Nowhere Box), text to self and text to world.  

4: Beyond the book

Have you 
ever made a 

cubby house? Did 
you imagine it was 
something else like 

a boat?

In the book the 
children imagine 

lots of things. What 
does imagining 
things mean?

What are some 
of the things the 

children imagine?

Have you ever 
made up a story 

with a sandcastle? 
What happened in 

the story?

What do you 
imagine about things 
you find at the beach? 

(e.g., a seaweed 
monster)

What games 
do you make up 

in the playground? 
Who are you in 
your games?

Where else can 
you play imaginary 
games? Do you like 

to pretend to be 
someone?

 

Storybook Lessons

Samples
What does the InitiaLit–F lesson look like?
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The assessment procedures in InitiaLit–F will enable teachers to identify struggling children early. 
Progress Monitoring assessments and Cumulative Reviews are scheduled at regular intervals 
throughout the year. Teachers will be able to use these assessments to put early intervention in place.
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Student name: 

Class: Test date:   /   / Tester: 

Progress Monitoring 5 (k, u, b, j)

3. Reading sentences
Item 1 A bug is on the jug.

Item 2 The big kid sat on the bus.

TOTAL  / 13

Assessment
Student Record Form
Progress Monitoring 5 (k, u, b, j)

SUMMARY

Task Score Comments: 

Letter-sound knowledge: say the sounds / 4

Reading regular words / 6

Reading sentences / 13

Reading tricky words / 13

Writing – sounds / 4

Writing – words / 3

TOTAL SCORE / 43

4. Reading tricky words
Item Item Item
1. he 6. were 10. his
2. she 7. has 11. her
3. we 8. look 12. them
4. are 9. one 13. there
5. said

TOTAL  / 13

5. Writing – sounds and words
Sounds Words
1. k 1. bun
2. j 2. jam
3. u 3. kit
4. b

TOTAL  / 4 TOTAL  / 3

1. Letter-sound knowledge: say the sounds
Item
1. j
2. b
3. u
4. k

TOTAL  / 4

2. Reading regular words
Item
1. but
2. job
3. kit
4. keg
5. bin
6. jug

TOTAL  / 6

Assessment
Student Record Form
Cumulative Review 3

InitiaLit–F

© 2017 MultiLit Pty Ltd Page 1 of 2

Cumulative Review 3

SUMMARY

Task Score Comments: 

Letter-sound knowledge: say the sounds / 34

Reading regular words / 10

Reading non-words / 5

Reading sentences / 18

Reading tricky words / 39

Writing sounds / 28

Oral segmenting / 8

Writing words / 8

TOTAL SCORE / 150

Student name: 

Class: Test date:   /   / Tester: 

1. Letter-sound knowledge: say the sounds
Item Item Item
1. c 13. h 25. y
2. p 14. g 26. qu
3. e 15. r 27. sh
4. m 16. l 28. ck
5. u 17. n 29. ss
6. j 18. b 30. ch
7. t 19. o 31. ll
8. s 20. f 32. zz
9. a 21. w 33. ee
10. k 22. z 34. ff
11. d 23. x
12. i 24. v

TOTAL  / 34

2. Reading regular words
Item
1. vat
2. loss
3. fix
4. shut
5. quiz
6. pack
7. yell
8. puff
9. week
10. chat

TOTAL  / 10

3. Reading non-words
Item
1. mig
2. jop
3. hess
4. nish
5. reen

TOTAL / 5

4. Reading sentences
Item 1 A bee can buzz.

Item 2 The vet will feed the fish.

Item 3 Can you tell the boss to be quick?

TOTAL  / 18

Find out more
For further information on InitiaLit–F, visit www.multilit.com/initialit.

To purchase InitiaLit–F and to register for the two-day Professional Development 
Workshop, visit the MultiLit website at www.multilit.com/initialit.

Progress Monitoring 5

Cumulative Review 3

Samples
Monitoring student progress

Monitoring student progress

Assessment

InitiaLit–F

29

Progress Monitoring 5

k, u, b, j

 Reading tricky words

Set 3

Set 4

Set 5

he were his

she has her

we look them

are one there

said

 Proceed to writing sounds and words (see Page 42). 

Student uses relevant Spelling Form.

InitiaLit–F
Assessment

28

Progress Monitoring 5 (k, u, b, j)
Progress Monitoring 5

k, u, b, j

 Letter-sound knowledge

j b u k

 Reading regular words

but job kit

keg bin jug

 Reading sentences

1. A bug is on the
 jug.

2. The big kid sat 
on the bus.
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